
Scripture

“Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky.
He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each
living creature, that was its name.” Genesis 2:19 (ESV)

"Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord." Ezekiel 37:4 (ESV)

"Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep." Romans 12:15 (ESV)

Books and Poetry Collections



100 Best Loved Poems edited by Phillip Smith
African American Poetry: 250 Years of Struggle & Song edited by Kevin Young
Collected Poems by Jane Kenyon
Home: 100 Poems edited by Christian Wiman
Joy: 100 Poems edited by Christian Wiman
Poems of Gratitude Everyman's Library Pocket Poets Series
Winning the Dust Bowl by Carter Revard
Without by Donald Hall

Further Exploration



Poetry for All podcast hosted by Joanne Diaz and Abram Van Engen

Resources for Further Learning on Poetry and the Church

Poetry and the Church

Abram Van Engen, Stanley Elkin Professor in the
Humanities at Washington University in St. Louis

https://poetryforall.fireside.fm/
https://poetryforall.fireside.fm/


Acknowledgements

Billy Collins, “Introduction to Poetry” from The Apple That Astonished Paris. Copyright © 1988,
1996 by Billy Collins. Reprinted with the permission of The Permissions Company, LLC on behalf
of the University of Arkansas Press, www.uapress.com.

“Prayer” from HAMMER IS THE PRAYER: SELECTED POEMS by Christian Wiman. Copyright ©
2016 by Christian Wiman. Reprinted by permission of Farrar, Straus and Giroux. All Rights
Reserved.

“These Poems” by June Jordan from The Essential June Jordan, edited by Jan Heller Levi and
Christoph Keller, Copper Canyon Press 2021. Copyright 2023 June Jordan Literary Estate.
Reprinted with the permission of the June M. Jordan Literary Estate. www.junejordan.com

"Those Winter Sundays". Copyright © 1966 by Robert Hayden, from COLLECTED POEMS OF
ROBERT HAYDEN by Robert Hayden, edited by Frederick Glaysher. Used by permission of
Liveright Publishing Corporation. 

Lucille Clifton, “spring song” from The Collected Poems of Lucille Clifton, 1965-2010. Copyright ©
1969, 1987 by Lucille Clifton. Reprinted with the permission of The Permissions Company, LLC on
behalf of BOA Editions, Ltd., boaeditions.org.

Resources for Further Learning on Poetry and the Church (cont.)

Poetry and the Church

Abram Van Engen, Stanley Elkin Professor in the
Humanities at Washington University in St. Louis

https://www.amazon.com/Language-Files-Materials-Introduction-Linguistics/dp/0814252702
https://www.amazon.com/Language-Files-Materials-Introduction-Linguistics/dp/0814252702
https://www.amazon.com/Language-Files-Materials-Introduction-Linguistics/dp/0814252702

